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‘:fatal presumption, -
spower and mission, which, brought ruin to

l

T hlngs '

By VERMONT ROYSTER N
2 iState of the Dialogie

When_ Senatpr, F‘ulbrlght talks about the
nmoféig: policy—which he “does oﬂZn
and at lengthyhe always has a great deal
' to say about the war in Vietnam, none of it
‘encouraging to President Johnson or cheer-
3 tul sounding to anybody.

{ The Senator thinks our mhitary posltion'*

“thére is precarious. our diplomitic posfura.

F'deplotable and that ‘tHe twd together risk &

L L W URART UL ‘rrwﬂm"m

catastrdphe,
NS particular war In thiy partlcular
place is, to the Senator, 'only an incidental
. part of the discussion; although since this 1s.
.the place where men are dying it naturally
‘dominates the headlines and no doubt over-:
shadows the other things in the minds of hJs
.lsteners, - : ‘
‘Those other things the Senator talks about .
include Cuba, the Dominican Republi

e, Gen-
‘eral de Gaulle and NATO, foreign ai@
i -practices and the tone of dipjlomatic spe

about  the, cold’ war, Through all hia com--
‘ments ofi these’ subjects there runs a single”

p themne, -that- the United States is. qverreach-‘

ing itself.

- America is showing some signa”’ ‘he re-
bentl\y told the nation’s publishers,. “of that
that overextension of -

i

‘ancient Athens, to Napoleonie France and to
Nazt Germany.” =~ °

When Viee President _Humphrey talks
about the nation's foreign -pollcy—which he "
“does “lesy often, perhaps, but: at greater
" Yength—his view of the Vietnam war is that
our diplomacy has already been Bucéessful -
and that our military efforts atre succeeding

. But.the Vice President too carries the
Mr. - Hum-.
. phrey Justifiés our efforts thers 'not just. by-|

: Uthe intrinalc importance of South Vietnam'!

Jbut-in termis of the wider.obligations of the ,
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h “world? . N "
b1} nothing else, tm.' puu the dmogua ‘

whese,if should MSa\inltlied “APProv eﬁ'%#ﬁe’%&é‘eﬁ"&

“i

v
‘(angwhere). need to khow,” the Vice Presl-n_

United States as a world, power, -
" "Those who threiten {helr neighboru

dent told this same mieeting of publishers,

L'“'thal the United States will stay and msee it”
i through.” And again: *“Thé total a.ppllcation.

- of ‘power: ahd atrength w e ls LY part of our
‘securlty stmcture " .
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' “Thua both men, protagonist’ ‘and antago-'
,mst. ate going beyond the immediate ques-
tions of the battlefield and addressihg them.- .
gelves to the  more:’ generalized - fuentlon,
What role can and ought the United States.

- play ‘in mnuencmg umrm. ln$ troumea

te
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2 Obviousty Theré are problems in Vistnam'

Htesolved by resort to generalities. Wisely or
not, we are there; being there we have to |
‘deal with what “ls” and ‘nét" with what
“might be.” -To some extéent, therefore, de-:
| bate on the broader question—the proper .
.role of the U.8, in the wotrld—can ses ada. |
| .demic, even metaphyslca,l . Philosophy rarely
‘offers practical means - ot getﬂng out of - m
"mess.
' But to militaky commander.s strategy !s
“ho less important than tactics; to a nation
" foreign policy is no less so than ‘what it dOes\
-at.a particilar momerlt In war and diploma-i
(' ‘ey: wise strategy ahd policles are guardlb.ns
'agnlnst meeses, X

We got' into Vietdam because o a cer
_tain view of the world and our role in it. /-
.iThe same view, with the same;jndgments'_
‘f]owing from it, should—it they are correct
) -.'-—propel ug into like action somewhere elde
"where the circumstances appeared . similar.
- This might be another, place’ in Asia, pr al-
most anywhere on'the globe, } ’
A8 4 matter of fact, it has involved us
. militarily in other places. Ifi-Korea during
Truman s Administration. In' the Middle East
‘during Eisenhower’s Administration, In the
i Dominican Republic  durlhg’ Johnson's Ad- ],
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,ing three Administrations,

",missile erisis involved an 1thmedtate. al-v
H'ect threat. to ‘our - safety. ' Each of the
Vothers was predlcated or the phllosophy that
‘the - United. ‘States "has- a . responsibility ,
[ "everywhete, or on the. view' “that bur.. -safety |-

mywhere. .

\.u 'rhroughout all thni - there Hag" bée
‘lht,pliclt; aaaumﬁ“'m mat the United
5 80 sthohg 1

tates‘
L wé 'can édq all thish we

_l"" coififries " With our “18Fgess, 5o powertul In-
-specific to that place and which cannot be -

- ministration. All in addition fo ‘Vietnam dm‘-" .
Of all tha confrontatiorls, énly the Cuban

L 18 threatened bj any diaturba"mq( to order;

Ao oN

’*arm we' can ' exertice military - control
whet'ever needed, and all without sapplng’
Lour reserves, physieal or spiritual.

. Whit Senator Fulbright has done is to
‘challenge the view. and the judgments from
. This 15" a iwholly. different’ Sthing from
ithe " _protests against/ the Vietnam -war it.
~Belf from -congenital pacifists, . emotional
“beathiks, youthful shirkers or any of the -
.,othérs who just don't want to be bothered ..
wltp anything troublesome, like a war.

Mr. Fulbright can often sound querulous,
" Bometimes he makes his arguments in bad’
taste. His judgment on practical questions .
1§n t always ln‘npreSsive Often he's just plain’
frritating, ot

Nonetheless, the Senator is debating the -
“questions a Senator should. And: he s bring- -
‘ing to that debate the kind of provocative:
-thought that you always hope for, seldom ex.
pect and rarely tind in the public forum.

.. Bo doing, he has 'forced those with the

' responslbillty for policy to re-think the rea-

sons for that policy and to put thelr plea

 for it in more thoughttul térms. They too—

“witness Vice President Humphrey—must

- raise the debate to a higher level. You can't
answer the Fulbright questions with the same .
-sort” of retorts you use to peace march-
ers, muddied: protessors and unwashed under-

,graduates

If there's a pity in it, it's that thla 8ena-
torlal task of probing, questioning and chal. ¥

Jenging should not have been undertaken by
someone on the Republican side of the ajsle..
That task s the proper functlon of the Op-

*posltirm. .constructive, not destructive, for
a8 Burké remarked, “He that wrestles with
‘us strengthens our nerves and sharpeq our
skills. - Our antagonist Is: our helper.”

Maybe at times the arguments areé dis.
ruptlve. But what béttér way to strangthen
our nérves, as well as sharpen our. skills,

than -a -dislogue on-the  purposs, pueo ‘and
\mkmmoous-w 7
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